
On January 8, 2011, Team 

Pheonix met for the 

FIRST Robotics Kickoff.  

Over pizza and pop, team 

members and mentors 

watched a webcast on the 

2011 robotic competition 

“Logomotion.” FIRST’s 

founders, as well as oth-

ers, spoke about the need 

for our youth to become 

part of the technological 

growth, not only in Amer-

ica, but across the world. 

The webcast also showed 

a simulation of the game 

including how points are 

obtained and the size and 

specifics of the game 

arena. The competition, 

or as FIRST calls it - 

‘coopertition,’ is 

based on partner-

ing with two other 

teams in a short 3- 

on - 3 game. Our 

success is deter-

mined by the 

number of points 

our team scores.  

Gary Shimunek as well as 

two team members, 

Charlie Morey and Jay 

Green, attended the live 

kickoff in Grand Rapids. 

There, after viewing the 

webcast, they were given 

a kit of parts including 

batteries, motors, soft-

ware, controls, and parts 

most of us had 

never even heard 

of.  

Team Pheonix is 

extremely fortu-

nate to have 

c o m m u n i t y 

members with 

knowledge in 
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Pheonix News 

HELP... 
Team Pheonix still 
needs financial 
support. Your 
sponsorship helps 
give robotics stu-
dents a great ex-
per ience  and 
builds their tech-
nological skills for 
the future.   

Please contact:: 

Gary Shimunek 
Alma High School  

989-463-3111 
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various engineer-

ing areas who will 

bring their exper-

tise to the team. 

Based on the cri-

teria of the game, 

Team Pheonix, 

despite the odds 

of being a first-

year rookie team, 

is very optimistic 

about the success 

of their robot. 

According to Jay 

Green, a team 

member, “This is 

a great experi-

ence and I am 

really excited to 

start building!”  

gshimunek@almaschools.net 

FIRST— For Inspiration and Recognition of Science and Technology 



Day One-The Process Begins 

January 10, 2011-A big day for 

Team Pheonix. Members began 

taking inventory of all the materi-

als—a time consuming process. 

Once inventory was completed, the 

brainstorming began. Members be-

gan discussing ideas for the design 

of the robot based on the provided 

materials. Alma students have six 

weeks to complete the robot and 

have it ready to compete in Grand 

Rapids on March 18 and 19. 

 OUR 2011 SPONSORS 

Thank you! 

http://www.usfirst.org/     Check out what it’s all about! 

 http://firstpheonix3570.weebly.com    Our team website! 

2011 Pheonix  #3570 Members 
Students 

Tom Anderson Jorge Benitez  

Kaylee Bloom Samantha Smith 

Dillon Carr  Jay Green         

Korey Hagan Kristen Hammond     

Nate Helman  Jenny Ho 

Reid Lott  Charlie Morey 

Elijah Rutkowski Rachel Rutkowski 

Mentors 

John Choinard and Zach Dickerson—Consumers Energy 

Jake Hirchman—Precision Machine/C & S Steel 

Teachers 

Steve Kettler 

Gary Shimunek 

 

 

Precision  Machine 

C & S Steel 

We hope to see your 

logo here soon! 


